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through which man is led from age to age so that he
may realise the summit of his possibilities individually
as well as collectively. History reflects the integral
vision when it studies all the endeavours and achieve-
ments of man as a manifold organic progression;
and the vision finds its wider meaning in history
when the latter depicts the story of how man as a
race moves forward in his chequered march to that
goal.

A perfect order of collective spiritual living is the
hidden aim intended in the evolution of humanity.
Perfection of the individual fulfils itself in the coming
into "being of a perfect community. The core of all
human progress is an inner preparation of ma-n for
that great end of his social existence. Sri Aurobindo
sees in the story of this progress several broad stages1
through which man passes in order to arrive at the
highest point of his evolution on earth.

The first of these is the symbolic stage which
began in India when the earliest and the most lumi-
nous of the spiritual dawns lit up its immortal
fires in the intuitive horizon of the Rishis who saw
in them the infinite splendours of the Supreme and
that supernal Light of His which was to come down
on earth and new-create mart into a divine perfection^
or rather to manifest the divinity that is already there

1 Sri Aurobindo takes up these stages as the basis of a most
illuminating discusion on the Psychology of Social Develop-^
meat in the Arya (Vols. Ill & IV). A bare outline of them irt
their historical setting is attempted here.
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